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How many men, women and children. do
the municipal authorities in St. Louls want
killed by the strikers in that city before
taking effective measures to preserve life

and property?

It 18 explained that the House committee
on military affairs, which voted to report
the anti-canteen bill, did so without recom-
mendation in order to get rid of the im-
portunities of the temperance organizations
urging its passage.

The bank statistics of Towa show that
during the last five years the number of
bank accounts in that State has increased
about 80,000 and the aggregate deposits §35,-
000,000, People who are prospering that way
ought to know when they are well off.

Virginia having voted to call a conven-
tion to revise the Constitution for the pur-
pose of disfranchising the colored voters,
that State will soon be added to the list of
those that have repealed the provisions of
the federal Constitution regarding suffrage,

When a decided majority of the mem-
bers of the House petition the speaker for
the fixing of a day for consideration of a
bill, he, as the organ of the House, should
comply with the request, leaving the re-
sponsibiiity for the passage of the measure
with the House,

It is announced in a current paragraph
that Lord Roberts has given Rudyard Kip-
ling a pass which enables him to go any-
where he pleases In South Africa. At the
rate Lord Roberts is going ahead it will
not be long before any man can go freely
where he pieases in South Africa,

Mr. W. T. Stead announces that his pa-
per, War Agalnst War, will In future be
issued monthly instead of weekly, and in
connection with this information complains
of the apathy of the public. Bteadism,
which is another name for anti-imperial-
ism, is, it appears, about as unpopular in

- Great Britaln as Edward Atkinsonism here.

To-day and to-morrow will be busy days
with astronomers in completing their ar-
rangements and taking observations of the
eclipse of the sun. The lne of totality in
this country embraces a strip of land fifty-
four miles In width, extending from Corpus
Christl, Tex., to Norfolk, Va. Along this
belt the sun will be totally obscured for
from 78 to 102 seconds.

A Philadelphia firm of iron workers have
refused to furnish the War and Navy De-
partment building in Washington with a
tube-cutter, needed in the engine room, on

- the ground that, being Quakers, they dis-
approve of war and cannot sell material to
any bullding connected with war., Con-
‘sclentiousness is a virtue, but this is push-

ing it pretty far.

It looks now as if nearly all Westera rail-
roads will have complied with the law requir-
ing cars to be equipped withautomatic coup-
Jers by Aug. 1. The time fixed for the law
10 go Into effect was extended by the In-
terstate-commerce Commission twice—first
for one year and again last January for
six months more. Several roads have given
notice that on and after June 1 they will
decline to haul or permit to be hauled on
any of thelr lines cars not equipped as the
law requires. Its enforcement will resuit
ia saving many lives every year.

The Emperor William desires to visit the
Paris exposition, but has some fears for his
personal safety, not from any organized at-
tack or outbreak, but from some crank or
Junatic. As a protective measure it is sald
he will go incognito and will be accom-

panied by filve Berlin detectives, of as
nearly as possible the same height and
the same builld as himself. They will wear
clothes identical with his own In cut and

. eolor, and will be “made up” with all the
art of the wigmaker to resemble their Im-
perial master so exactly that nobody not in
the secret could tell them apart. By this
arrangement a crank contemplating mur-
der who thinks he has recognized the Em-
peror will be just as apt to shoot one of his
five counterparts. The scheme seems to be
characteristic of the German police.

The old controversy between the cham-
plons of Gemeral Sheridan and other sol-
dlers who participated In the battle of Oct.
3 1884, in the Shenandoah valley, known
‘@8 Cedar Creek, regarding the effect of that
brilliant leader’'s appearance after the sur-
prise of the Eighth Corps in the morning,
Bhas broken out afresh and with as much
‘vehemence as if it were not nearly thirty-
five years old. Some orator having said

~ that the Federal army would not have been
vanquished if Sheridan had not appeared,

- & champion of the general declares that all
; was lost when he appeared. The prepon-

erance of testimony is to the effect that
. m Corps was reforming when
Sheridan came up, that the Sixth was in

jon, and that the lines would

s been reformed and the attack of the

repulsed it General Sheridan had
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Eighth and Emory of the Ninth Corps, and
many distinguished division and brigade
commanders of their share of the honor,
to say nothing of thé thousands of veterans
whose soldlerly Instincts led them to stop
and join the new line to resist the enemy.

A — —

FOR CONQUEST, NOT INDEPENDENCE.

Yesterday, for the first time since the be-
ginning of the war in South Africa, Oct.
11, 1598, the British troops crossed the Vaal
river and entered the territory of the
Kruger repubiic. The war has been going
en more than seven months, and seems
now to be drawing to a close with the de-
feat of the Kruger army before it has
reached its own soil. The remnants of the
Boer army may make a stand in some
fortified town, but it cannot hold out any
considerable time. The overwhelming force
of the British and the far-reaching strat-
egy of Lord Robertf are too much for the
small army of the Boers, now that most of
their Orange Free State allles have de-
serted them. The meager news that comes
from Pretoria is to the effect that many of
the Boers regard their cause as helpless;
indeed, the Boer commissioners in this
country have sald their only hope i8 in
the interference of the United States,

President Kruger and his sympathizers
are declaring with vehemence that he has
been fighting for the independence of Lis
so-called republic, yet all of the fighting
has been done either on British so'l or In
the Orange Free State. His army crosses
the Vaal into his own territory, vanqulshel
on foreign soil. Wars for independence
have usually been fought on the soil of
the people seeking Independence and fol-
lowing the attacks of the nation denying
it. Wars for independence are wars of re-
sistance, not of invasion. The American
revolution began at Lexington in resist-
ing the efforts of the British to seize
colonial stores. President Kruger began
the fighting. On Oct. 10 he deliverea his
ultimatum, which was that the Pritish
troops should be withdrawn from the bor-
ders of British territory and returned to
England. Two days after the sending of
this ultimatum Kruger and his allies of
the Orange Free State invaded DBrntish ter-
ritory, laid siege to three British towns
and overran the territory of two Dritish
colonies, destroying much properly and
taking the lives of British subjects. This
was a war of invasion rather than one
for independence, its aim being to drive the
British from all South Africa. For this war
Kruger had been preparing for years. He
was eager for the fray, ana, evidectly fear-
ful that the British would not take the
initiative, he forced the conflict on Brit-
ish soil—a fact which destroys the claim
that, on the part of Kruger, it is a war
in defense of the territory of the Souih
African Republic and for its independence.
As well call Kruger's war a war for in-
dependence as to hold that the man who
breaks into his neighbor's house and as-
saults him is doing this in defense of his
own fireside.

President Kruger, because of the incident
at Majuba hill, early in 1881, and the yileld-
ing of Mr. Gladstone, assumel that the
British would not or could not fight and
would make haste to yield to his demands
if attacked. He has since discoveral that
he misapprehended the British., Conso-
quently, his war of conquest has become
one for independence and he has lost his
independence by being defeated and over-
whelmed, first en British and  next on
Orange Free 8State territory. President
Kruger's ¢laim that he has been forced to
fight for the independence of the Trans-
vaal Republic 1= as lame as the assump-
tion that his little oligarchy iz a repub-
lic. In a republic the people have some-
thing to do in making the govarnmens:, In

Kruger-land three-fourths of the white in-

habitants are ruled by a parliament elecied
by the other one-fourth, which practically
denies the three-fourths participation n
public affairs, compelling them to pay near-
ly all the taxes without representation.

MUNICIPAL ICE.

This is the season of the year when the
ice question forges to the front and be-
comes a burning issue, as it were. It Is
within the memory of cld inhabitants when
natural ice in summer was a luxury con-
fined to the larger cities, and artificial ice
is a product of comparatively recent years.
With earth locked in the embrace of a zero
temperature and ice an impediment to loco-
motion as well as an offense to the eye, it
has no attractions, elther prandial or
hygienic, but, when summer heat comes,
then ice is vindicated. It is interesting to
reflect that a few centuries ago the great
and wealthy of the earth never saw In
summer this article of common use now-
adays. The Greeks and afterwards the Ro-
mans, who were always on the lookout for
a good thing, preserved snow, closely
packed in deep, underground cellars, and at
a later period a Roman emperor estab-
lished fce houses in Rome similar to those
in modern use. But then and always until
comparatively recent times it was an ar-
ticle of luxury for the rich alone. Within a
few wvears the manufacture of artificial ice
has assumed wvast proportions, and now,
between nature and art and improved
methods of harvesting, packing, keeping
and distributing, the greatest of summer
comforts is brought within the reach of al-
most everybody. True, not all take ice, but
everybody gets the benefit of it, directly or
indirectly, In many ways. The purchaser
of a glass of soda or beer, of a pound of
butter or a cake of yeast, a fresh fish or a
beefsteak, all share in the benefits of ice,
and of those who are too poor to buy it
there is none that may not enjoy a glass of
ice water free at almost any stopping place.
Thus, what would have been a marvel in
Shakspeare's time, and which the wealth
of Queen Elizabeth could not have ob-
tained, is within the reach of the poorest
man or woman at the present time.

There is something abhorrent and odious
in the idea of this greatest of summer jux-
uries, this preserver of health and contribu-
tor to comfort, this solace of the sick and
afMicted, this surgeon’s friend and doctor’s
ally, this boon to young and old, this last
triumph of modérn science ud gift to
modern living, being made a subject of
trusts and extortion. And yet, why not,
when everything except God's light and alr
is made so? Men have not yet succeeded in
cornering sunshine, though they do control
all its substitutes In the way of artificial
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pay
#0 much a year for the air breathed by his
wife and children. It is not a wild Imag-
ination to think the time may come when
guch essential public wutilities as water,
heat and light will be under municipal con-
trol and furnished to the people at cost and
running expenses. If this time ever comes
fce should be included In the same cate-
gory. Why should an ice trust or a few
manufacturers of artificial ice be permitted
to grind the faces of the poor and the rich
allke and fatten off the public by monopo-
lizing trade in an article of universal use
and prime necessity to comfort and health?

Why not a municipal ice plant as well as a
municipal water plant or a municipal light

plant? Just now the legal authorities in
New York are fighting an ice trust. The

American Ice Company, capitalized at $60,-
000,000, controls 9 per cent. of the lce busi-
ness carried on in New York city and sur-
rounding places. The policy of the com-
pany has been to buy up small and inde-
pendent dealers and to require them to sign
an agreement that they would not within a
period of ten years directly or indirectly
concern themselves in the ice business. It
it is impossible for the company to obtain
the control of any rival for the purpose of
maintaining prices fixed, it is the policy of
the company by any means, fair or foul, to
erush or ruin the competitor. The whole
legal power of the State is now invoked to
smash this trust and give the people at
least free trade in ice. It is a question
whether a municipal ice plant would not be
better still. In Baltimore, which controls
the water supply, the idea has been actual-
ly broached. The City Council has passed
a resolution urging the establishment of an
ice plant at the city jall, to furnish ice to
all the city departments. The mayor of the
city goes even further and says: “I think it
would be a good thing for the city to own
and operate an ice plant which could sup-
ply the poor people with a summer neces-
sity at a very small figure. The city owns
and supplies the water used by the public;
why not own and supply the ice to keep
that water cool and palatable in hot
weather, the very time the poor people
need plenty of drinking water.” The Balti-
more American editorially indorses the sug-
gestion. “Such a plant,” it says, “designed
to supply one-half the city's entire demand,
would cost no mgQre than_tho city is well
able to expend; it would soon pay for it-
self, and it would put the municipal gov-
ernment in position to fully protect the
people from such extortionate practices as
now confront the people of New York."
Such discussion shows the trend of modern
thought and municipal progress. It is not
unreasonable to belleve that before the
close of the twentieth century Indianapolis
may own and operate its own water plant,
light plant and ice plant.

IN THE INTEREST OF SOBRIETY.

The army is made up chiefly of young
men of average intelligence. During the
past few years a much better class of men
have enlisted than did years ago, because
inquiry is made Into the character and
habits of men who apply for enlistment.
The duties of soldiers at military posts are
monotonous and the restraints of disci-
pline deprive the men of that freedom in
which the average human being delights.
The greater the restraint placed upon men
the greater the excess of most when the
opportunity presents. The men in the
regular army are about as temperate as
other men, but when the rare periods of
liberty come to them they go forth for a
good time, and many of them are reckless.
Probably just ‘outside of every mlilitary
regervation are the lowest grogshops and
vilest dens of shame and vice that can be
found in the country. To such places, often
after weeks of restraint, many enlisted
men go after pay day, and some whenever
they can get away. There the vilest of in-
toxicants and the most abandoned com-

pany are found. The men become sottishly |.

drunk and forget to return to barracks.
When they return they are unfit for duty,
and discipline requires that they shall be
punished. At best, the men are brutalized
and lose their self-respect. Hundreds of
men, recovering from these orgies, desert,
are arrested and sent to the military prison
or become outlaws. :

For years the best officers in the army
bave anxiously experimented to guard en-
listed men from such temptations and
vices. They have established recreation
halls, libraries, bowling alleys, billiard and
card rooms. In recent years the canteen
has been added—that is, provision has been
made for the sale of beer and light wines,
to be drunk in the room in which refresh-
ments are sold. No treating is allowed,
and no man is permitted to drink intem-
perately. For years, at army posts, this
experiment has been so successful that
more than 9% per cent. of the army of-
ficers approve of the canteen. It is their
experience that the canteen has done away
with periodical Intemperance very largely,
that the character of the men has im-
proved, that the offenses for court-martial
have fallen off, and that in every way the
morale of the men has improved. Such
is the testimony of army officers from Gen-
eral Miles down to subalterns; such, also,
is the testimony of sergeants of long terms
of service.

It must be seen from what precedes that
the existing contention is not between pre-
venting the use of liquor by enlisted men
on one side and permitting it on the other.
If it were, opposition to the canteen
would have a logical basis and many more
reasonable advocates than it now has. It
is impossible to put the sale of liquors be-
yond the reach of the enlisted men at
army posts, This being the case, the sit-
vation should be recognized as it exists,
soc that the gwuon which confronts us
is: What policy can be devised to reduce
the evils of the wuse of iIntoxicants by
onlisted men to the minimum? Unreason-
Juog and dogmatic reformers practically
say: “If the sale of intoxicants cannot be
prohibited to enlisted men by law, let
them seek it in the vilest dens which are
outside the reservations, where the most
harmful and poisonous liquids are sold;
turn them over to debauch as often as pay-
and brings crime and punishment.” The
army officers and reasonable people say:
“The enlisted man cannot be kept from
stimulant he craves be the mildest, and
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sumed on the

to the controversy are very vividly set
forth In a letter written by Captain Her-

sey, of the Ninth Infantry, in reply to a
clergyman, a portion of which is as fol-
lows:

Concerning “A Minister's Letter,” signed
J. Marion Cornish, please ask the reverend
gentleman to leave glittering generalities
for hard facts. Let him put himself and
his family, if any, in the of the

army officer and his family, let him have
the alternatives of Jiving of a small tract

of land geopld by many strong and lusty
surrounded mills
?ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁe had no comtrol W a.ltlever. uo:::

our condition in the past, or as in the pres-
ent, living In thé same place with no sur-
rcunding dives, the post exchange offer-

ing in their place all kinds of athletic
sports, games, reading rooras, billiard

oms, and with beer, soft
31111:1. or hot ﬂ n%r the thirsty, but
drunkenness or carousing not tolerated.
Which will he prefer personally or pro-
tﬁ;mllly. think the best for righteous-
n : -

There can be no doubt which is best for
righteousness, yet those who call them-
sclves righteous men array themselves on
the side of the liquor sellers on the flimsy
pretext that the indorsement of the can-
teen involves “the new sin of legalizing the
liquor- traffie.”
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A METHODIST EXPERIMENT.

The removal by the Methodist Episcopal
General Conference of the time limit
in ministerial appointments undoubtedly
comes as a surprise to members of other
denominations, thé more especially as it is
shown that the laity as well as the preach-
ers are opposed to the old system. There
has been a general impression among out-
siders that this hitherto distinctive feature
of Methodism, though a cause of regret on
certain occasions, was in the main satis-
factory to the church members. It was to
be expected that the ministers themselves
would favor a change whose tendency is
to give them each and all more permanent
abiding places, but they took up the itiner-
ant work voluntarily, and, knowing what
it was, have no sound basis for a quarrel
with it. 8o far as congregations are con-
cerned it has seemed to observers that in
the long run they had reason to approve
the syst.ém. Now and then each congrega-
tion, large or small, had a pastor assigned
to it who was kept to the end of the time
limit and would gladly have been retained
longer, but, on the other hand, and perhaps
in the majority of cases, the little frictions
that occur in the best regulated religious
families and the natural restlessness and
difference of taste among the people made
a change desirable and even welcome to all
concerned, the pastor included. The ma-
chinery of the church worked so smoothly
that new assignments were made as a mat-
ter of course, and if a congregation was not
always pleased with the minister sent to it
that circumstance was considered one of
the unavoldable chances of the system to
be corrected at the next annual conference.
There was not time within the year for se-
rious factional troubles to develop, and
though the stay of the minister might be
short he was likely to be free from the wor-
ries caused by an inharmonious congrega-
tion. On his part, if he did encounter un-
pleasant conditions, he oould look cheer-
fully forward to a time not distant when
he could at least enter upon different, if not
always more agreeable, experiences, If it
were permissible to make a worldly and
even sinful comparizon in this connection,
it could be sald that the possibility of draw-
ing a higher prize hung encouragingly be-
fore him each year, and lent the same in-
terest of expectation experienced by the
wicked person who buys lottery tickets. In
each case was a hope for a lucky turn of
fortune's wheel.

This is the way the method has appeared
to onlookers whose church affalrs operated
in a different way, and who, when they
wanted a new minister, sometimes found
it difficult to get rid of the old one and
made the change only at the cost of fric-
tion and soreness among disagreeing ele-
ments. The Methodist brethren will now
have an opportunity to try this plan, and
possibly they will not find it all they ex-
pect. It is argued in its favor that it will
greatly strengthen the denomination in the
cities and larger towns by permitting the
strong ministers to become fixed centers of
infiuence, but what will be the effect on the
smaller churches and the circuits? Evi-
dently the wise men of the conference think
these will be benefited, and they are the
ones who should know, but it is an experi-
ment whose results only time will prove,
and its workings will be watched with
much interest.

LOCAL CHARITIES.

It does not need ox.pert students of so-
ciology to prove that the surest and most
direct way to make the world better is to
take care of the children; common sense
tells the same thing. It is one of the
simplest and most jrrefutable of proposi-
tions that if due provision is made for the
physical, moral and mental welfare of the
rising generation less needs to be done in
the way of reform work when they are
older. Statisticlans of a practical turn show
laboriously how great is the cost to the
community of reform schools, prisons and
other benevolent or penal institutions by
which the public protects itself from the
depredations of adult vagabonds and crim-
inals. It needs no statistics to show that
it costs less in dollars and cents to start
the chiliren in the right direction than to
work a reform after the man or woman
has become addicted to idle or viclous
ways. Common sense teaches this also, or
will do so if the subject is considered. It
is only necessary, for instance, to observe
the work that is being done in this line in
Indianapolis. There are the free kinder-
gartens, where thousands of little ones get
impressions of refilnement and morality
which they will never lose; there is the
orphan asylum, which celebrated an annj-
versary yesterday; there Is the asylum for
eolored orphans, the Industrial School for
Girls, the Eleanor Hospital, where sick
children are cared for, the vacation school,
and other institutions that might be

named. All these undertakings are carried

labors of the women of the city. They are

.

falter. Their hearts are in the undertak-
ings. They see what is being accomplished,

back. The men who are asked to contribute
to these benevolent Vventures should com-
ply cheerfully, thankful that the work is
being done, and done well, without care to
themselves. It is but little that is asked
of them at any one time. Hardly one of
| them but spends more any day in cigars
or “drinks for the crowd,” or in needless
ways that he thinks nothing pf. It is not
probable that in the year, with all the ap-
peals of the women (o their generosity,
they give the scriptural tenth of their in-
comes in charity, but If they do they
should be glad that the proper way of ap-
plying it is so plainly pointed out to them.
For all the institutions named are worth to
the community all they cost, and much
more. '

It is falr to assume that the prominent
army officers in the Phillppines have bet-
ter opportunities for accurate information
regarding affairs in Luzon than have cor-
respondents who see only for themselves
while in Manila. There is no doubt that
there is a great deal of brigandage in por-
tilons of Luzon. There always has been,
but when well-informed officers declare
that there is no organized army with
Aguinaldo, or any leader at its head, hold-
ing towns or fortified places, their infor-
mation, derived from scouts, is more re-
liable than that of correspofidents who
have not such sources of information. A
long time will elapse before order will be
enforced in the islands, but the Uniled
States can bring them into civilized con-
ditions more effectually than can any other
power. If all Americans would insist that
the supremacy of this government must be
recognized, and that the followers of
Aguinaldo can hope fer nothing until they
yield unreservedly, the task of the Amer-
fcans in the Philippines would be made
much lighter than it is.

The report of the majority of the Meth-
odist conference's eommittee on Discipline
contains so many innovations that one of
the minority is sald to have begged that
““some feature of the church polity be left,
so that, when our new Book of Discipline
is published outside people will be able to
distingulsh it from other confessions of
falth.”” The Methodist General Confer-
ence is making some sweeping changes,
which will affect the future of that power-
ful denomination, all of which goes to
show that experience teaches that there
can be changes In church creeds and
disciplines In response to the demand of
wider intelligence. So long as no attempt
iIs made to revise the Sermon on the
Mount there can he no cause for alarm.

Women have had much to encourage them
this week. Their existence has been of-
ficially recognized by the Methodist Gen-
eral Conference and they have won a vic-
tory over their old-time enemy, Editor
Buckley—triumph enough for one oeccaslon.
But whiie the women may “feel to rejoice,”
as the aged brethren say in prayer meeting,
men, too, have reason for gratification in
the fact that women came nobly to their
defense agalnst the attacks of one of their
own sex. It wasat the Mothers' Congress
that a nmle speaker made the assertion
that only women loved, but that men were
governed by their physical senses. The
assembled mothers wouldn't have it so;
they hissed the speaker, and when he was
through they answered him in scathing
terms, denying his assertions and eulogiz-
ing husbands In general in a way to make
a normal man proud that he lived. It has
been the gencral impression that man did
not count for much in these mothers' con-
gresses, but, according to this, it seems
that his character and reputation are quite
safe there, and he may henceforth breathe
freely when the organizations meet.

The recent organization of the Illinoils
Historical Society has brought to light
what is probably the oldest civil record in
the Western country. It is a record con-
taining 136 pages of entries, written on
pig's skin and in French, the entries be-
ginning at Fort Chartres in 1737 and thence
changing to Kaskaskia, the first capital of
Illinols, and ending in 1769. It was found
in an old courthouse at Belleville, Il
Probably there is not an older record in
existence dating from the period of
French occupation of Illinols, though
something as old may yet turn up at Vin-
cennes, Ind.,, which was settled by the
French in 1702.

The special committee appointed by the
Presbyterian General Ascembly to con-
gider the question of revision of the West-
minster Confession of Faith, consisting of

over College, and ex-President Harrison.
The former is classed as a liberal and a

Things have not been going Editor Buck-
ley's way during the past week In the
Methodist General Confergnce, and he
likely to be in a condition of
“throw’ seventeen
gets back to his paper. But will
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The citizen who seized and fortified a
piece of Chicago and resisted the police and
the sheriff's pogse has a new process for
obtaining real estate, but as he could not
resist the successive charges of the police
his method cannot be commended to others.

~ In Chicago, at least, the sheep and the
goats are not always separated nccording
to Scripture, as it is reported that 100,000
goats are sold annually in that city as
mutton.

LITEEARY FOTES.

“When Knighthood Was in Flower” has
been for fifteen months one of the six best

ulld.ng books in America, a record for con-
tin popularity never before equaled in
this country by any work of fiction.

The author of “John Inglesant” declares
that it is very improbable that he will

write any more books. He is a manufactur-

er of sulphuric acid, and is now confining

{'n[' energies to the supervision of his bus-
a8s,

Mr. Thomas Nelson Page is going to be

his own dramatist, and is now engaged on
a stage version of “"Red Rock,” which is
one of the most popular novels of the day,
having reached a sale of nearly 100,000
coptea.

The most popular of Italian authors,
Edmondo de Amiels, of whose “Cuore’ 235,-

¢ coples have been sold, has just brought
out his memoirs. They tell less about him-
self than about his friends and contem-
poraries.

The New York Evening Sun proposes
Mary Mannering for the part of Jocelyn

Leigh, the “leading lady™ in Miss John-
ston’s novel, “To Have and to Hold,” de-
claring her to be the only American actress
ideally fitted for and capable of interpret-
ing the character.

The Rev. Elijah Kellogg, author of “The
Elm Island” and other stories for boys,

celebrated his eighty-seventh birthday an-
niversary at his home, in Harpswell, Me.,
Thursday. He Is In excellent health, at-
tends to his farm chores every day, and
preaches two sermons every Sunday.

One Interesting feature of Miss BEllen
Thorneycroft Fowler's literary success is
her acceptance as the novelist who has

pletured English Methodism conscientious-
Iy and sympathetically. It appears.that her
grandfather was a Methodist minister, and
her interpretation of Methodism to May-
fair has been accepted like her interpre-
tation of Mayfair to Methodism as candid
and profoundly interesting.

In the “Humors and Blunders'" corner of
the Library Journal is the following tribute
to contemporary literary fame: Small
Girl—-Will you give me the book my sister
wants? Librarian—But what book is it?
Smail Girl—-Oh, I don't know, but she
wants it very much. Librarian (at a ven-
ture)—Is It “To Have and to Hold?"' Small

Girl—Yes; that's i{t—alls I could think of
was “If you get {t; keep it.”

The critic of the London Spectator writes
of Mr. Howells's “subtle observation, Jdeli-
cacy,” and “‘sense of style,” but he doesn't

like the middie-aged hero and heroine of
his latest book. “They remind one a lttle,”
he asserts, “of a certaln virtuous, but ‘im-
possible’ man in a recent novel, of whom a
brilliant woman =aid: ‘Poor dear man! Of
cour<se we couldn't know him in London:
but I trust we shall meet him in heaven.'"

Mrs. Burnett's novel, *In Connection with
the De Willoughby Claim,” has awakened
considerable discussion as to whether fold-

ing beds were in use, as she represents,
at the time of the civil war. They werc
certainly not common, but the article of
furniture has been long known, as readers
of Goldsmith's *The Deserted Village"
may recall:

““The chest contrived a double debt to pay,
A bed by night, a chest of drawers by day."”

Judge Millard Cox, of Indianapolis, au-
thor of “The Legionaries,” has discovered
what almost every writer of fiction knows

to be true, that many readers insist on
making the author the heéro of his own tale.
Judge Cox is receiving letters every day
asking him if he was “really” one of Mor-
gan's raiders or if he assisted in liberat-
ing the great ‘‘freebooter” when he was
a prisoner at Columbus. The story has an
air of actuality that gives cause for the
belief that it is autoblographical, but the
author was a small boy at the time.

The Bookman thinks that “‘at the present
time there is no more ominous symptom
of the decay of real literary taste visible
than that which is to be found in the ex-
traordinary sales of some particular book
for a few months, and then the instantan-
eous loss of all interest In it whatsoever;
for this shows that the public mind in its
literary preferences is becoming like the
mind of a chiid which goes into ecstasies
over a new toy only to grow tired of it
and smash it before its newness has half
worn off, and then to squall vigorously for
another."”

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

A German savant says dying is a per-

fectly easy and painless process, Con-
sciousness, he says, ceases in nearly every
Instance before the heart stops beating.

Richard Yates, the Republican nominee
for the governorship of Illinois, is a lover
of rare ks, and has one of the largest
and most valuable libraries in that State.

Lord Roberts is the only man living en-
titled to wear two Victoria crosses. He
wears his own on’ his left breast, but the
army regulations provide that he must
wear the cross earned by his son on the
opposite side.

Governor Lounsbury, of Connecticut, is a
baseball enthusiast and never misses a
game when business permits. He frequent-

ly goes to New York for the sole purpose
of witnessing a National League game.
David B. HIlll is also a “fan.”

Rev. George C. Lorimer, of Tremont

 Temple, Boston, who has been offered the

presidency of Columbian University, |is
considered one of the best Sanskrit schol-
ars in America, and has, of late years, de-
voted almost all his study in that direction.

The astonishing total of $485,000 has been

realized from Kipling's “Absent-minded

EBeggar” in various wars, th roceeds

ing to the familles of the n:atf nxhungm.tn
South Africa. This is at the rate of $10.600
a line, which doubtless breaks the poetry

The first woman to run an automobile in
Stockbolm is Mrs. Edward D. Winslow,
wife of the U

at Stockholm, although the
ticularly adapted to them.

The only time I ever heard Artemus
Ward lecture, says a writer in the New

York Mall and Express, he explained to
his audlence, while a distressed
m%mhhrm‘.:omtm L aor
emen, I've gifts uence
but 1 haven't them w‘?th me t:l’amhg."

Ernest Kruger, a compositor employed in

a printing office in Leipzif, Germany, has

| §

Whence comes the c;n:za? “Twere
o fola: oy
or rome grow wise and some
And all feel time and troublu.;m‘ S—_—
If Jife an empty bubble be,
How sad for those who cannot see
The ralnbow In the bubble!

—Frederick Locker.
WISDOM OF CURRENT FICTION.

The most thankless task in the world s
explaining a joke to a person who has not
seen It.—Woman and Artist.

“Speaking sharp seldom does do much
good."” saplently remarked Mrs. Batemar
“except to them as speaks.”—The Farring.
dons.

In the dissolution of sentimental partner.

;’ht drlat is h?mﬁ?n that both pPartners can

t w their’ ds at precisely the sa:

time.—The Touchstone. v 88 tame
The world of commerce and speculation

is as aloof from the scholar and the recluse
as the rings of Saturn or the sun of Aldeb-

aran,—The Waters of Edera.

What woman can withstand the fascina.
tion of a lover’s faith that she is an angel?
If a man is fool enough to belleve it why
undeceive him?~Unieavened Bread.

Slight, but chronic dyspepsia, the depre.
dations of neuralgia, are apt to Impart 19
our countenances & more t>uching melan.
choly than do the woes of love.—~The Gar.
den of Eden.

A profound knowledge of human nature
enunciated the decree. “Thou shait not
covet thy neighbar's house,” and relegated
the neighbor's wife to a back seat among
the servants and live stock. —Diana Tem.
pest.

When a New England woman starts to go
up stairs, she always asks herself whether

it is her duty to begin with the right or the
left foot, and what relation her step bears
to the great laws of the universe —The
Garden of Eden.

I dessay it's wicked o' me to feel like this,
and it's enough to make the Lord angry
with me; but it don't seem to me as there's
anything in religion that quite makes up
for never havin' had a beau o' you own.—
The Farringdons.

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

Stretched by Contrast.

“Did you get your mew shoes, Bertha '

“No, Harry: by the time I had tried on four
or five pairs these old ones that have pinched
me so felt loose and comfortable. ™

|

An Emergency Well Met.

Alice—What 4id Clara say when you nsked
her how old she was?

Laura—She sald she was just as young as
any other woman of her age on earth,

A Man Describes n Hat.

“Jack, what did Ethel's new hat look ltke?

“Oh, It was a little drab thiug. about thia
blg, covered with purple roses and something
green, and strings banging down the back."

Artistie Athletics.

“That man you sent up to clean house Is aw-
fully stylish, Harry."

“Does he wear & silk hat?”

**No; but he beats the carpets with a goilf
stick."

Human Natmre.

“Grosvenor Jenkins was in here two montha
ago bragging that he had never had the grip.”

“Well, what of 1t?

‘““This morning he was in here bragging that
he had had it four times."

Unpopular Levity.

“There is a dreadful barrier between Archi-
bald and me."”

*Oh, Carolyn, what is It?

“He didn’t know that pa was a hygienic liver,
and he called oatmeal “bran mash.’ **

How Things Work.

Bryan—Before my election, you know, we
must all pull together.

Bryan's Followers—Yes, of course; oh, yes!

Bryan—But after my election, you know, [
can pull the whole thing along by myselfl.

Footnotes.

Among the triumphs of modern gardening the
disappearance of buckhorn-handled asparagus ¢
to be noted.

A man can come to two palrs of spectacles;
but he needn’'t necessarily wear one palr on top
of his head. —

Lowell's New England “‘rare day in June"
was, no doubt, the perfect day of our Indians
month of May.

The cynic who says he has never had any fun
since he was born has, no doubt, Lad more than
he had deserved.

For bad weather the wesather man shirks all
responsibllity: in good weather he acts as If he
had invented It

After & woman has straightened up her top
bureau drawer she can't find anything in it until
it gets all mussed up again.

A well-shaven lawn is besutiful; but knee-

deep grass, with the wind blowing through it is
entitled to favorable mention.

—

It is a determined and obstinate pessimist who
cannot bury his woes about coal bills in a straw-
berry short cake an inch and a heif thick.

After a woman has hidden the front door key
under the mat she often changes her mind, go-s
back and hides it under a flower pot around the
corner of the house,

SOWENS PORRIDGE.

What the Mixture Is On Which Mafe-

king Is Subsisting.
London Dailly News.

With regard to the statement by the Dal-
Iy News Mafeking correspondent In Thurs-
day’'s issues that sowens (or sowens por-
ridge, as he calls it) has become the staple
dish of the besieged town It may be of in-
terest, says a correspondent, to know how
this old Scotch dish is made. After the
oatmeal is extracted from the oat all the

flour, is soaked In water for several days,
during which time it sours and slightly
ferments. The whole i then sifted and
strained, all the water poured off, and a
fine white sediment left. This constitutes
the sowens, and it is bolled with water or
milk and eaten with milk or syrup. In
Mafeking, where there are no meal milis,
I suppose the whole cat would be soaked.

It is a highly nutritious dish, of & slight-
¥ sourish taste, and is often recommended
by doctors as a light article of diet.in cases
of Indigestion, etc. In Scotland the night

f

1T
1
237

i

3
K

B
:
;

Ey

:

I




